
Bedrock Vocabulary



What are our aims?

1. To ensure students read aspirational 
fiction and non-fiction texts regularly.

2. To equip students with the deep 
vocabulary knowledge required for the 
increasingly demanding curriculum.

3. To build students’ confidence, cultural 
frame of reference and efficacy for life 
beyond the school gates.



What next?

• Two 15-20 minute lessons a 
week.

• All learners make statistically 
significant progress.



• Exposure to 280 Tier 2 words- including academic verbs.

• 225 reading comprehension questions.

• 17,000 words of fiction and non-fiction.
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What impact does a sharp focus on 
vocabulary have on learners?

Building foundations for progress. 

Oliver had not been within the walls of the _____ a quarter of an hour, and had _______

completed the _______ of a second slice of bread, when Mr. Bumble, who had handed him 

over to the care of an old woman, returned, and, telling him it was a ________, informed him 

that the board had said he was to appear before it ________. Not having a very clearly ______ 

_______ of what a ____ ______ was, Oliver was rather _______ by this ________, and was 

not quite _______ whether he ________ to laugh or cry. 

Oliver had not been within the walls of the workhouse a quarter of an hour, and had scarcely

completed the demolition of a second slice of bread, when Mr. Bumble, who had handed him 

over to the care of an old woman, returned, and, telling him it was a board night, informed him 

that the board had said he was to appear before it forthwith. Not having a very clearly defined

notion of what a live board was, Oliver was rather astounded by this intelligence, and was not 

quite certain whether he ought to laugh or cry. 

Tier 3Tier 2

• Students are able to access 
the full curriculum and excel in 
external assessments.

• Students are stretched beyond 
the curriculum.

• Students read a wider range of 
texts; challenging and 
aspirational texts are less 
daunting.



“Whole School Literacy remains the final 
frontier in our schools” (Barton, 2018)

Maths questions:

• The value of a television depreciates by 20% each year. At 
the end of 2014, the TV was worth £280. How much was 
it worth in 2010?

• A shop sells microwaves and cookers in the ratio of 2:3. In 
December, 1,000 units are sold. Each microwave sold 
generates £82 profit, and each cooker gives £63 profit. 
How much profit is made in December?

Tier 2

Tier 3



“Whole School Literacy remains the final 
frontier in our schools” (Barton, 2018)

Biology text book
Health

• The World Heath Organisation (WHO) is responsible for advising on ways to 
improve heath around the world. They define health as a state of complete 
physical, mental and social well-being. This means that being free from 
disease alone is not necessarily enough to be in good health.

• Different types of diseases

• Diseases can be grouped into two types:

• communicable, which can be transferred from one person to another, or from 
one organism to another, eg in humans, these include measles, food 
poisoning and malaria.

• non-communicable, which are not transferred between people or other 
organisms

Tier 2

Tier 3





Weekly email reports



Dashboard: Topic post test word level data

Transforms and 
revolutionises whole 
school approach to 

vocabulary pedagogy!



Top tips for students!

1. You need to be organised. Test your long term memory by leaving a day between Bedrock 

lessons.  This is a great habit to get into ahead of exam revision!

2. Bedrock lessons work best in 'google chrome’.

3. For lesson activity to be registered, click 'submit'. If it is still not registering then press 'refresh' 

on your browser.

4. If you leave a lesson half way through, select 'YES' to resume where you left off.

5. Report any technical issues or forgotten passwords using the ‘help’ button on the Bedrock 

website www.bedrocklearning.org or via email support@bedrocklearning.org. We respond 

within minutes, so you can complete your homework on time and independently…no excuses! 

6. Use the words you learn. You’ll be amazed at how quickly your vocabulary grows!

http://www.bedrocklearning.org/
mailto:support@bedrocklearning.org


If you ever need 
help, click the 

support button on 
the right and then 
fill in the form. You 

can ask your 
parents, carers or 
teacher for help 

with this.



How can parents get involved?

Step 1: Sit through one Bedrock lesson with your child. You’ll get a clear idea of how long it 
should take them and the level they should be working at.

Step 2: If you have not done so already, create your Bedrock parent account. Visit this page 
if you need help: www.bedrocklearning.org/createaparentaccount

Step 3: Visit https://www.bedrocklearning.org/supportmychild

Step 4: Download the talking prompts. 

Step 5: Check the word level data and the recent activity report to monitor your child’s 
progress. Congratulate them when they complete a topic- this will keep them motivated 
through the next one!

https://www.bedrocklearning.org/createparentaccount/
https://www.bedrocklearning.org/supportmychild


How can you help your child make progress?

• Students need encouragement and motivation to get organised and work 
independently on Bedrock.

• Students need to use tricky words in conversation. Get chatting!

• A little attention can go a long way. Students like to be acknowledged for hard 
work. 

• Let’s Read them a story! Lead by example. What are you reading?

• Encourage competition- How many Bedrock lessons can your child complete 
coming weeks?!

Building foundations for progress. 



What are people saying about Bedrock?



Bedrock in a nutshell!

Self-generating and self-

marking interactive vocab 

and reading curriculum

Supporting resources, 

one-to-one 

implementation training

In-built motivation and 

multi-modal for 

independent learning

Generates actionable data 

that enables regular 

tracking

Whole school literacy 

approach and focus on Tier 

2 language

Parent dashboard, 

worksheets and talking 

prompts


