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Welcome to St. Mary’s! We are a high-achieving, 11-18 academy where students thrive and 
flourish. At St. Mary’s, we aim to create an environment where each student is supported 
and challenged to be the very best they can be.

St. Mary’s is well known for its high academic standards and the warmth of our 
relationships with our students and their families. This is due to high-quality teaching and 
excellent pastoral care within our Catholic family ethos. We are very proud of our students 
and what they go on to achieve and become. We know that this is based on the strong 
partnerships we develop between home, academy, Church and the local community.

St. Mary’s is part of The Blessed Edward Bamber Catholic Multi Academy Trust. The Trust 
consists of a number of academies which work closely together to provide high-quality 
education to enable our young people to grow and achieve their best – academically, 
personally and spiritually. We work closely with the wider family of Blackpool Catholic 
schools and the Diocese of Lancaster.

We believe that every child should experience the best education and opportunities 
available. Our students experience a wide range of extra-curricular clubs, trips and events. 
This rounded experience helps them to become happy, resilient, caring young people 
who are well-prepared for the next stages of their lives.

We are proud of our students, our staff and the Academy. I look forward to welcoming you 
to the Academy – please contact the office to arrange a visit to see all of this in action.  

Mrs Helen O’Neill
CEO, BEBCMAT

Welcome



It is my pleasure to welcome you to St. Mary’s. Our success as an Academy
is built on our ethos and approach to education - The St. Mary’s Way. Our
Academy community is very much a caring family where everyone works
together to ensure that students develop their potential and grow into
responsible, motivated young adults, who are well prepared for their future.

St. Mary’s staff work hard to ensure that each student receives the best
possible education; we set high standards and have high expectations for all.
This all happens in our state of the art facilities; students at St. Mary’s benefit
from the best possible teaching in the best possible environment.

Respecting each student as an individual is central to our caring nature
and reflects the Gospel’s message of love. A strong and supportive pastoral
system cares for all and helps build students’ self-esteem. This focus on the
whole child is supported by a rich range or extra-curricular opportunities,
allowing students to enjoy their time at St. Mary’s to the full. As our school
mission says:

“I have come that you may have life and have it to the full” John 10:10

I hope you find the information in our prospectus useful. 

Mr Simon Eccles
Head Teacher

The St. Mary’s Way



CATHOLIC CARING  COMMUNITY CHALLENGE

LIVING LIFE TO THE FULL
Our mission is to provide an outstanding whole-person 
education through which all are challenged to grow in 
wisdom, understanding, self-esteem and closeness to God.

St. Mary’s is a Catholic school where prayer and reflection are woven into the
fabric of the Academy’s life. The universal message of the Church and its call
to new life encourages us to value every individual as precious in God’s sight.
The distinctive education offered at the Academy includes the continuing
development of morals and Christian values.

Respecting the uniqueness of each person is central to the caring nature of the
school and a reflection of the Gospel message of love. A strong and supportive
pastoral system continues to care for all and helps build people’s self-esteem.
The Academy strives to be a community where high quality and enriching
relationships are built. Tolerance and the valuing of others are key points of
daily life. We seek to manage every aspect of Academy life, with justice, for the
common good of all.

We challenge all people to use their God-given gifts to achieve excellence and
make significant progress in their learning. Opportunities exist for aesthetic,
performing and creative talents to be nurtured.



CATHOLIC CARING  COMMUNITY CHALLENGE

“I have come that you may 
have life and have it to the full.” 
John 10:10



St. Mary’s is a 
FAITH COMMUNITY...

“St Mary’s is an outstanding Catholic Academy. 
Directors and leaders are totally committed to 
the Church’s mission of high quality education 
for all.” 

Diocese Inspection 2017



Catholic means

INCLUDING EVERYONE

... in which all students are supported and nurtured with equal 
compassion, kindness and justice.

... in which the person of Jesus is the inspiration and model of love 
and compassion

... in which all are treated as children of God and the values and 
challenges of Jesus are integral to all we do.

... in which all are seen as uniquely gifted and encouraged to use 
these gifts to find fullness of life.



St. Mary’s is a 
CARING COMMUNITY

“The quality of the pastoral care is outstanding, 
with all pupils and staff expressing the caring 
community that exists in all aspects of the life of 
the Academy” 

Diocese Inspection 2017



At St. Mary’s we pride ourselves on placing the child at
the centre of everything that we do. Our key to success
is building relationships that create a sense of mutual
worth and shared goal in creating an outstanding
Academy. 

At the heart of our pastoral care is the form tutor. They 
meet their form twice per day and stay with their form 
as the move through the Academy. Form tutors to work 
closely with students and their parents in a mutually 
profitable partnership of success.

Each year group is supported by a Head of Year, Assistant 
Head of Year and a Pastoral Manager to care for their 
needs.

Because we want to ensure each and every student
achieves their full potential our behaviour policies are
applied consistently. Knowing what the boundaries are
ensures everyone operates within them to create an
atmosphere of Behaviour for Learning throughout the
Academy.

“The Ofsted pupil questionnaire indicated that students feel safe in the Academy, and this view is echoed by
parents. The Academy has a strong culture of safeguarding and relevant procedures are followed meticulously.
Academy leaders are keen to make pupils aware of risks that exist in the world outside, including in the local
community, helping to keep pupils safe beyond the Academy gates.” 

Ofsted 2017



St. Mary’s offers 
INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITIES



Education does not start and finish in the classroom - some of the most powerful education
is gained in incredible opportunities provided outside the classroom walls. These range from
sporting options, drama productions, musical experiences, art and craft opportunities and
political debates, to trips to inspirational locations both near and far.

Extra Curricular Activities
An extensive range of clubs take place each day. A full range of Sports, Drama, 
Music, Science, Computing and Duke of Edinburgh are just some of the activities 
on offer. Pupils also take part in a range of trips including theatre, MFL trips to 
France & Spain, ski trip, London trip and a range of exciting opportunities.

“St. Mary’s students have many opportunities to 
express their faith through leading prayer and 
worship, both in the Academy and in the wider 
community.” 

Diocese Inspection 2017



St. Mary’s is a  
LEARNING COMMUNITY

At St. Mary’s we offer flexible learning 
pathways to enable different interests 

learning styles and aspirations to flourish. So 
that students obtain the most out of their 

education, we are committed to 
identifying the gaps in student 

knowledge. Teachers work 
together on how to meet 

the needs of their 
students and move 

learning forward. 
In this way no one 

is left behind. In 
Year 10 options range 

from academic, 
providing a good 

basis for 

St. Mary’s Sixth Form and university, to 
vocational and work related learning. All 
pathways include a core curriculum of RE, 
ICT, English, Maths and Science. 

So that students get the most out of the 
curriculum our form programme on the 
‘St. Mary’s Way’, teaches our students how 
to learn, helps them develop resilience and 
improve learning techniques, suited to their 
own individual needs.

“Pupils spoken to during the inspection said 
that they appreciate the regular checks on their 
progress and the information that they receive 
on how to improve” 

Ofsted 2017



“An innovative approach to teaching that uses 
assessment information highly productively to 
shape what teachers teach and pupils learn.” 

Ofsted 2017

 
Each day students in Year 7-10 spend 30 minutes in reading time with their form tutors. They 
read books from a challenging literary canon. Students also develop their knowledge using a 
range of knowledge organisers as part of their learning.



St. Mary’s offers  
A JOURNEY OF A LIFETIME



Each year we lead groups of students and staff to Nepal 
- the journey of a lifetime can be a cliché, but not in this 
case.  Students who have been on these journeys have 
changed their life direction in incredible ways as a result of 
their experiences.  

A true trip of a lifetime where they encounter a beautiful 
people, immerse themselves in an eclectic culture, travel 
through amazing landscapes and be able to make a 
difference whilst volunteering in a local school!

“The Academy is so committed to faith in action 
and is very active, supporting those in need 
locally and globally through prayer, action and 
fundraising.” 

Diocese Inspection 2017



St. Mary’s Sixth Form 
A COMMUNITY WITHIN A COMMUNITY

“Pupils have confidence in the education 
they receive in your school; it is undeniable 
that outcomes for students in the sixth form 
improved year on year.” 

Ofsted 2017



St. Mary’s Sixth Form 
A COMMUNITY WITHIN A COMMUNITY We are proud to offer the only post-16 Catholic 

education on the Fylde Coast, with a vibrant 
sixth form community of about 200 students.

We offer a personal and close-knit community, 
with excellent exam results, pastoral care and 
guidance.  Enrichment activities are varied and 
numerous with volunteering and leadership 
opportunities at home and abroad.

We like to encourage all of our students to 
challenge themselves academically.  We offer 
a range of extra qualifications to also allow 
students to further themselves including EPQ 
(Extended Project Qualification) which is a free 
standing qualification that provides opportunity 
to work on individual research choosing a topic 
of which they have  a personal interest, with one 
to one support.

St Mary’s
Sixth Form



St. Mary’s means 
YOU WILL GO FAR...
No matter where the next steps of their journey take them, our students are proud to be part of the St. Mary’s Way.  There 
have been many and varied successes of former students over  the years.  The following are just a few of our ‘Selfies of 
Success’ but you can read about many more on our website and on our walls of alumni.

Lucia Pasqualino
St. Mary’s Y7 - Y13 (2009)

I went to the University of Manchester from 2009-2012 where I studied 
Politics and International Relations and achieved a 2:1. Afterwards I worked 
for a member of Parliament in their constituency office in Bolton as a 
caseworker for a year after my first degree. This gave me some really good 
experience despite being thrown in the deep end. I got the best of both 
worlds being able to stay at home in Blackpool but going to London and the 
Houses of Parliament regularly.”

In 2013 I returned to university and was awarded a Masters in Social Work 
from Lancaster University (Merit) in September 2015.  I am now working as a 
qualified social worker with Blackpool Council working in their Adult Social 
Care team looking after adults in the local community.



Chris Webb
St. Mary’s Y7 - Y13 (2004)

After completing a 
degree in British Politics 
& Legislative Studies Chris 
gained experience as a 
Former Regional Organiser 
for the Labour Party and 
Parliamentary assistant to 
Gordon Marsden. Afterwards 
Chris became a Political 
Manager for Afzal Khan 
MEP and Manchester City 
Councillor, which lead him 
to his current position as 
the Labour candidate for 
Blackpool North & Cleveleys.

Carley Martin
St. Bede’s Y7 - Y11;
St. Mary’s Y12 - Y13 (2011)

After graduating, 
Carley continued with 
education and went on 
to complete a masters 
in Geophysics at UNIS 
in Svalbard.  Currently, 
Carley is studying for a 
PhD in Planetary Physics 
at Lancaster University, 
investigation the magnetic 
fields of Saturn and Venus.

Phil Speck
St. Mary’s Y7 - Y13 (1999)

After studying A-levels in Drama, 
Geography and Biology I went on to 
study Theatre Design and Technology at 
Bretton Hall College and graduated with a 
BA Hons 2:1.

I am now a technical tutor at the 
University of Birmingham on the Drama 
course.  I teach technical theatre to all 
single honour students as well as work 
in the production team to produce 
shows and events across the year.  One 
of my main jobs is as lighting designer. 
I’ve created lighting designs across the 
country, at the Edinburgh Fringe, taken 
shows to the NSDF and lit a party for HRH 
The Prince of Wales.

Sam Green
Unity Y7 - Y11
St. Mary’s Y12 - Y13 (2016)

Sam joined St. Mary’s Sixth Form after 
completing his GCSE’s at Unity.

Sam flourished during his time at our Sixth 
Form and after deciding to pursue an 
apprenticeship and a clear career path he 
secured a place with DWP.

Structured and professional 
apprenticeships are highly competitive 
and evidence the skills Sam developed 
throughout his A-levels.
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